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TOGETHER 

Integrus Architecture is proud to participate 
in the American Institute of Architects’ 2030 
Commitment.  In making this commitment we 
reaffirm our pledge to create high-performance 
buildings that minimize carbon emissions 
throughout a building’s entire lifespan.  We will 
also seek to enhance the health of building 
occupants as well as the natural systems upon 
which all life depends.

In embracing the AIA 2030 commitment, 
Integrus Architecture commits to the following 
steps: 

 ▪ Implement this Sustainability Action Plan 
as a fundamental component of our 
design process.

 ▪ Record and report data to the AIA Design 
Data Exchange.

 ▪ Target the 2030 energy reduction targets 
on all projects.

 ▪ Each year report the progress of our 
firm’s design portfolio toward meeting the 
2030 goals.

 ▪ Evaluate our progress each year in 
achieving the goals established by the 
Sustainability Action Plan, and update 
that plan every three years.

By integrating sustainable performance 
measures into our design practice, we embrace 
environmental stewardship as a defining 
principle of our commitment to creating 
buildings that are appropriate to their time and 
place.

AIA 2030 Commitment
Sustainability Action Plan



the 
team011. Reduce GHG emissions each year 

following the Architecture 2030 timeline:
 ▪ Progressive annual reductions in 

operational emissions, leading to zero 
carbon emissions in 2030

 ▪ Progressive annual reductions in 
embodied carbonemissions,leading to 
zero emissions in 2040

2. Design Process:
 ▪ Develop a streamlined process 

for incorporating environmental 
performance metrics in our design 
process

 ▪ Prioritize energy efficiency in all phases 
of design

 ▪ Seek integrated solutions
 
3. Collection, Evaluation and Reporting:

 ▪ Collect, evaluate and report 
performance metrics to the AIA 2030 
DDX

4. Training & Education:
 ▪ Support staff in developing skills and 

knowledge to align with the firm-wide 
sustainable design mission

5. Outreach & Advocacy:
 ▪ Engage the profession and broader 

community in dialogue and meaningful 
action to address climate change 

6. Operations:
 ▪ Align operations with our sustainable 

design mission by setting yearly targets 
for reduction of our environmental 
impact

 ▪ Track performance and incentive 
participation

our 
goals
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Minimize Embodied & Operational Carbon 
Emissions:

 ▪ Complete Sustainable Opportunities 
Plan (pSOP) within 30 days of project 
inception

 ▪ Employ low/no cost passive design 
strategies to achieve maximum energy 
efficiency

 ▪ Establish an EUI baseline and target for 
each project

 ▪ Engage in iterative energy modeling 
throughout the entire design process to 
measure progress towards meeting the 
EUI target

 ▪ Evaluate and refine envelope detailing 
as part of rigorous QA/QC process

 ▪ Measure embodied carbon and explore 
reduction strategies

 ▪ Incorporate on-site and/or off-
site renewable energy to meet the 
remaining energy demands

 ▪ Integrate energy efficient technology 
and systems

 

design
process



Gentle Imprint

We are committed to making 
buildings that are instilled with 

a deep respect for our planet’s 
material and energy resources.

the big 
picture02

“...SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARY DELIVERS 
HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL - 

OPPORTUNITIES TO READ, LEARN, AND 
DISCOVER THE WORLD.”

- SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARIES MISSION

Protect & Restore Site Habitats & 
Ecosystems:

 ▪ Target net positive water
 ▪ Incorporate water-saving and water-

reuse strategies
 ▪ Minimize the area of pavement and/or 

impermeable surfaces
 ▪ Consider the pre-development condition 

of the site
 ▪ Focus on ways to protect and restore 

habitats and ecosystems
 ▪ Connect place making with healthy site 

ecologies
 

Select Healthy Materials:
 ▪ Optimize indoor air quality to reduce 

pollutants and CO²
 ▪ Identify recycled content and/or local 

sourcing for final assembly
 ▪ Standardize all IA specs to meet 

LEEDv4 standards
 ▪ Vet all specified products for Red List 

Compliance
 ▪ Conduct LCA to measure and reduce 

the embodied carbon of materials
 ▪ Specify FSC certified wood
 ▪ Specify products with disclosed 

ingredients through a Declare Label or 
similar

 ▪ Specify products with an Environmental 
Product Declaration (EPD)

 

design
process
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brief statement or quote... or delete 
Develop a streamlined process for collecting, 
evaluating and reporting performance 
metrics:

 ▪ Where possible, measure embodied 
carbon

 ▪ Measure Lighting Power Density (LPD)
 ▪ Measure pEUI and compare against 

2003 CBECS baseline
 ▪ Break out EUI by building energy uses
 ▪ Implement Post Occupancy Evaluation 

(POE) program
 

collection
evaluation  

& reporting
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the big picture 02
HOW WAS IT FUNDED?
The 1990 passage of a bond issue allowed 
for the construction of the Library’s six 
current facilities. Projects opened between 
1992 (Downtown) and 1998 (Indian Trail), 
totaling nearly 175,000 square feet of space 
throughout town to serve a city population 
of 185,000. Today the library serves a 
population of more than 215,000 in facilities 
that will soon be in continuous use for three 
decades.

SPL has recently been making strategic 
upgrades and improvements where possible 
within the limited financial resources 
available for capital projects, but is seeking 
a way to obtain the funding necessary to 
fully address the significant capital project 
needs, and respond to changes in the 
community and changes in the delivery of 
contemporary library services.

In 2015, the library began a process of 
planning the future of their facilities. The 
Library Board of Trustees approved the 2016 
Facilities and Future Service Plan that made 
recommendations to expand, transform, 
relocate, or “recapture” public space 
system-wide.

In 2017, the Board directed the Library 
to move forward with the next step in 
facilities improvements. In late 2017, the 
Library hired a design team to develop 
preliminary designs and project budgets 
for improvements. This Preliminary Design 
project refined plan recommendations into 
detailed project scopes and project budgets 
that became the basis for seeking new 
funding in a bond election that occurred on 
November 2018.

In November, 2018, Spokane voters 
approved a $77M capital improvements 
bond to modernize the city’s public libraries. 
The projects – a mix of renovations, 
expansions, and relocations – will update 
every location, and are based on a 
community-vetted master planning process. 
Design is ongoing. Construction is scheduled 
to begin in 2020. 

METHODOLOGY
The Library commissioned a design team 
led by Group 4 Architecture, Research + 
Planning, based in South San Francisco, 
CA, and the Spokane, WA, office of Integrus 
Architecture (designers of the existing South 
Hill Library), with Spokane based sub-
consultants MW Engineers for mechanical 
systems assessment, AHBL for landscape 
and civil engineering design, and Røen 
Associates for cost consulting.  In close 
collaboration with Library leadership, a 
project Advisory Committee, and project 
stakeholders, the design team crafted 
system-wide design concepts that 
permitted flexibility in their implementation. 
Alternatives for sizes, sequence, and cost, 
as well as specification of facility for specif 
services, will enable the Library to move 
forward with a combination of actions that 
meet available resources and partnerships 
while still delivering on the vision established 
by the Facilities and Future Service Plan.

images and / or text

3 columns for narrative and/or images 
(delete)

Provide tools, resources and educational 
opportunities to enable staff to advance the 
environmental performance of projects:

 ▪ Promote an office culture of dialogue, 
innovation and commitment

 ▪ Support staff in developing technical 
expertise and environmental literacy

 ▪ Curate internal educational resources
 ▪ Support staff in attaining green building 

credentials
 ▪ Engage with the AIA Knowledge 

Communities
 

training & 
education
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fit images in 1in margin... 
-  be sure to leave .25in between im-
ages 
-or- 
full bleed off page...
- delete header & footer
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Track printing and seek annual reductions in 
total quantity:

 ▪ Reduce drawing set printing
 ▪ Seek alternatives to printing

Reduce consumption-related waste:
 ▪ Require reusable/compostable dishware 

from food vendors
 ▪ Reduce consumption of bottled 

beverages
 ▪ Remove waste collection from individual 

desks

Investigate low-carbon food options for 
office consumption.

Conduct annual audit to measure progress 
and suggest alternatives.

Carbon Neutral Operations by 2050:
 ▪ Encourage employee carpooling  and 

other carbon reducing commuting 
options

 ▪ Incentivize ways to reduce combustion-
based business miles traveled, 
especially air travel

 ▪ Ensure office space lighting is optimized 
for least-use and other electrical power 
uses are minimized

 ▪ Adjust HVAC settings and seating 
arrangement to optimize for thermal 
comfort and energy reduction

 ▪ Eliminate use of localized space heaters
 

operations
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the big picture 02
HOW WAS IT FUNDED?
The 1990 passage of a bond issue allowed 
for the construction of the Library’s six 
current facilities. Projects opened between 
1992 (Downtown) and 1998 (Indian Trail), 
totaling nearly 175,000 square feet of space 
throughout town to serve a city population 
of 185,000. Today the library serves a 
population of more than 215,000 in facilities 
that will soon be in continuous use for three 
decades.

SPL has recently been making strategic 
upgrades and improvements where possible 
within the limited financial resources 
available for capital projects, but is seeking 
a way to obtain the funding necessary to 
fully address the significant capital project 
needs, and respond to changes in the 
community and changes in the delivery of 
contemporary library services.

In 2015, the library began a process of 
planning the future of their facilities. The 
Library Board of Trustees approved the 2016 
Facilities and Future Service Plan that made 
recommendations to expand, transform, 
relocate, or “recapture” public space 
system-wide.

In 2017, the Board directed the Library 
to move forward with the next step in 
facilities improvements. In late 2017, the 
Library hired a design team to develop 
preliminary designs and project budgets 
for improvements. This Preliminary Design 
project refined plan recommendations into 
detailed project scopes and project budgets 
that became the basis for seeking new 
funding in a bond election that occurred on 
November 2018.

In November, 2018, Spokane voters 
approved a $77M capital improvements 
bond to modernize the city’s public libraries. 
The projects – a mix of renovations, 
expansions, and relocations – will update 
every location, and are based on a 
community-vetted master planning process. 
Design is ongoing. Construction is scheduled 
to begin in 2020. 

METHODOLOGY
The Library commissioned a design team 
led by Group 4 Architecture, Research + 
Planning, based in South San Francisco, 
CA, and the Spokane, WA, office of Integrus 
Architecture (designers of the existing South 
Hill Library), with Spokane based sub-
consultants MW Engineers for mechanical 
systems assessment, AHBL for landscape 
and civil engineering design, and Røen 
Associates for cost consulting.  In close 
collaboration with Library leadership, a 
project Advisory Committee, and project 
stakeholders, the design team crafted 
system-wide design concepts that 
permitted flexibility in their implementation. 
Alternatives for sizes, sequence, and cost, 
as well as specification of facility for specif 
services, will enable the Library to move 
forward with a combination of actions that 
meet available resources and partnerships 
while still delivering on the vision established 
by the Facilities and Future Service Plan.
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Engage the profession in the exploration of 
new tools, processes and design thinking 
associated with building performance and 
environmentally responsible design.

Share our stories of successful, well-
executed and impactful design solutions with 
clients, the profession and the community.

Advocate for change through social media, 
presentations and publications.

Support environmental policy change.
 

outreach & 
advocacy



THE BEGINNING

WA



Gentle Imprint

We are committed to making 
buildings that are instilled with 

a deep respect for our planet’s 
material and energy resources.

the big 
picture02

“...SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARY DELIVERS 
HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL - 

OPPORTUNITIES TO READ, LEARN, AND 
DISCOVER THE WORLD.”

- SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARIES MISSION
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SERVICES + SPACES - BEST 
PRACTICES
The 2016 Facilities and Future Service Plan 
discusses the many significant changes 
that library services and spaces have 
experienced over the past 20 years, and 
reviews opportunities to utilize leading 
practices to meet contemporary community 
needs. Through a process of community 
engagement and direction from the Library, 
Library Board of Trustees, and a project 
Advisory Committee of community, business, 
and nonprofit leaders, this project has 
identified five principles through which the 
proposed future SPL service and space 
enhancements might be best framed: 

 ▪ Education – SPL endeavors to be the 
resource for free learning opportunities 
for all citizens; build networks for 
sharing knowledge and opportunities; 
and inspire a community of learners. 
The enhanced Spokane Public Libraries 
will connect the Spokane community 
with education, information, and 
programming.

 ▪ Diversity – SPL strives to tailor services 
for Spokane’s diverse institutions, 
organizations, and individuals, and 
accommodate a wide variety of local 
needs, aspirations, and identities. 
These designs will reflect and celebrate 
Spokane’s diverse communities.

 ▪ Innovation – To accommodate all 
Spokane community members, services 
and spaces must both respond to 
traditional needs, such as research 
and reading, and contemporary and 
emerging “next-generation” resources 
for collaboration, creation, and digital 
interaction. In addition to providing the 
best of traditional library services, the 

renewed libraries will support next-
generation library opportunities.

 ▪ Customer Experience – The enhanced 
facilities will play a crucial role in a 
consistent, clear, and inspiring library 
experience that equally involves the 
library’s staff, collections, technology, 
and virtual space. All libraries will be 
places of delight where customers 
receive individualized service. Patrons 
will feel welcome to utilize and 
manipulate library spaces to better 
meet their needs.

 ▪ Accountability – It is critical that public 
funds are employed as efficiently 
as possible to deliver the largest 
possible impact from finite funding. 
The enhanced library facilities will use 
public funds responsibly and maximize 
the public return on investment. 

SERVICE + SPACE PRIORITIES – 
ENGAGEMENT
Through project outreach, Spokanites were 
asked to identify their priorities for new 
(or additional) library spaces. Currently, all 
SPL library locations are planning to renew 
their collections, children, teens, and adult 
spaces; participants were asked to vote on 
four preferences for additions to a “basic” 
facility makeover. The nine options included:

 ▪ More Technology – Should the library 
offer more computer stations or options 
to check-out laptops, projectors, or WiFi 
hot spots.

 ▪ Job/Homework Support – Equip 
classroom environments for tutoring, 
school support, and job support.

 ▪ Group Study Rooms – Provide a variety 
of enclosed team/conference/study 
rooms.

 ▪ Quiet Reading + Study – Provide areas 
of the library ft for quiet activities.

 ▪ Collaborative Spaces – Provide more 
open, active, large working space 
including collaboration/ presentation 
and teleconferencing tools.

 ▪ Café/Vending – Provide an in-house 
café or vending area that invites patrons 
to refuel and socialize.

 ▪ Maker Spaces – Provide creative studio 
space for tinkering, crafting, painting, 
3D printing, and other means to 
collaborate and create.

 ▪ Gathering/Performance – Provide 
a theater or other venue for events, 
shows, lectures, and more.

 ▪ Children’s Discovery – Enhance and 
enlarge the active and engaging 
elements in the children’s section.

About 4,700 votes were cast. Children’s 
Discovery and Quiet Space ranked 
highest not only city wide, but for each 
regional district – North, South, and 
Downtown. These preferences suggest that 
current facilities lack sufficient space to 
accommodate a robust children’s section, 
but also that Spokane’s libraries are so 
busy and crowded as to not allow patrons 
room and acoustic separation to focus on 
reflective activities. 


